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In reflecting on my learning experiences throughout the Fall 2008 semester, my 

most significant area of improvement and the area where I still have the most room to 

improve is collaborative learning.  The last class I had taken was EAD 860, Concepts of a 

Learning Society, which was completely online.  There was no student-to-student 

interaction.  The only way to know who else was in the class was to look at the course 

roster.  I started to become excited about the prospect of my cohort and the learning we 

would do together at the orientation session in August.  My excitement was confirmed 

and stoked in the first class sessions.  It was great to hear what different professional and 

personal backgrounds we all came from.  

Two particular collaborative class experiences benefited me the most: the online 

class sessions and the group project.  I have never taken a class that included online 

posting.  It was wonderful to hear my classmates thoughts, especially from those who do 

not talk as much in face-to-face class sessions.  In the group project, I was reminded of 

the value of collaboration, compromise and patience.  I am a controlling person by 

nature, so I took a big step by not volunteering to put the final version of the group paper 

together.  Also, the value of multiple people thinking on the same issue and coming from 

different mindsets was reinforced.  

The benefits of collaborative learning are also reinforced through my professional 

experiences.  I do a significant amount to collaboration with my supervisor.  We 

brainstorm on new initiatives and she challenges me to be more creative.  Additionally, I 

am involved in the Student Affairs Team at the Honors College.  This recently created 

Team consists of the six people in our college that work on student affairs issues.  We 

bounce ideas off one another and work together to improve our work with students.



Final Reflection 3

With this reflection on my experiences with collaborative learning in Fall 2008, I 

realize I still have room for improvement.  I would like to become a person that is more 

willing to seek out collaboration in both professional and educational settings.  I know 

this will benefit me greatly.  I look forward to my upcoming classes and outside of class 

experiences, such as the HALE Masters Student Association, to help me progress in this 

area.  


